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102326 History of English Language
Credit Hours :3

Pre-requisite : Introduction to Linguistics -102222

This course surveys the development of the English Language from the Indo-European past to the
present day . The course begins with a discussion of attitudes towards language change and of
motivations for and mechanisms of linguistic change . Considering next the prehistoric changes
from proto-indo-European to Germanic . The course then examines the structure and vocabulary
of English through its major periods : Old English , Middle English , Early Modern English ,and
Modern English . The course focuses on changes in sounds ( phonology ), in forms of words and
their endings ( morphology ) , in sentence structure 9 syntax) ,and in spelling ( orthography), in

meanings of words ( semantics ) and in vocabulary ( lexicon) .



